
0~I16100 16:~7:28 ACWA->IgI64461063 Mr. J~son Peltier    P~B 001

GALIFORNIA
Business/Labor/Water Leaders Coalition

P~OMOTIN~ INVEBTM~NT IN OALIFORNIA’~tWAT"[~R FUTURE

May 16, 2000

The Honorable Bruce Babbitt
U.S. Department of Interior
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, DC 20:240
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Representatives from our organizations recently met with California Governor Gray Davis to
thank him for his leadership on California water issues and to tell him what we think the
CALFED package must contain in order to succeed. We ouflin~ those same thoughts below for
your consideration.

Stated simply, the CALFED plan must deliver on two promises:

First, flaere must be immediate investment in the water infrastructure necessary to accommodam
California’ s growing population, and variable weather pattexns. We are encouraged to hear that
new surface and groundwater storage and enlargement of existing res~coirs are part of the
current discussions. Improved conveyance across the Delta must also be part of the plan that is
adopted, along with revised regulation of water transfers and continued commitment to water
conservation and reclamation. With the leadership of Governor Davis and a broad-based coali-
tion, we passed Proposition 13 in March, providing a healthy and much needed $2 billion down
payment on those investments. We look for a similar financial commitment at the federal level,
along with commitments by federal regulatory agencies to provide the necessary project approv-
als.

fl]em be flexibility in the regulation of water diversions, particularly at theSecond, must more
federal level. We understand there is disagreement in your discussions with the State over the
flexibility that can be exercised in interpreting and implementing federallaws. For this process
to succeed, it is critical that implementation of environmental laws be based on sound, verifiable
science.

Mr. Secretary, there has never been a better oppormniw to produce a proposal that will assure
both a healthy environment and a healthy economy. You have jurisdiction over two of the
country’s most powerful environmental laws in the Endangered Species Act and the Central
Valley Project Improvement Act. The challenge is to impleme~ them without drying up
California’s economy.

We stand ready to assist and support you and Governor Davis as you put together the CALFED
package, ha return, we ask for the opportunity to provide meaningful input to you and your staff,
and that you assemble a plan that addresses our concerts.

Sincerely,

See Signatories

Business~abo~’AVater Lead,s

¯A~sOciation of Californ|a W~.r Ag~u.’i~. Bay Area Co~,cil ¯ Califoml~t Building Industry Association
¯Calit%rnia Business proposes A~ocilttlon ¯ California Choral:mr ol" Commerc= ¯ Califomil~ State

Council of L~bon~. Onmll¢ County Business Council. Silicon Valley ~mmfacturiug Group
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